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Support independent
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see a film at
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Visit us!
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SCHOOL OF

THEATRE AND DANCE

2023 - 2024 SEASON

Passage*
September 28 - October 1

Cabaret (1998 Version)
October 27 - November g

Fall Faculty Dance Concert

Decemberi1-3

Rent
February 16 - 25

Kent Dance Ensemble Concert
Aprils - 7

Everybody

April1g - 28

*Roe Green Visiting Director Series

TICKETS
330-672-ARTS (2787)
kent.edu/theatredance

UNIVERSITY. CENTER FOR THE PERFORMING ARTS

1325 THEATRE DR. | KENT, OH 44242
School of Theatre
and Dance

College of the Arts



you might not know we have
life, home, auto and business
insurance. now you do.

§ simple human sense

Tim Miller's

Insurance Service Agency '/lutO'owners

InsuranceServiceAgency.com INSURANCE
330.253.4501

LIFE + HOME + CAR * BUSINESS

FBHY
HS

BERKSHIRE
HATHAWAY

HomeServices

Professional Realty

B Racey Yates Gable

REALTOR®

3050 W, Market Street
Akron, Ohio 44353

Cell: 330-328-9188
Office: 330-815-2188
kyates.gable@ gmail.com
www.HomesBuyRacey.com

m SAL. 20100138
& A Member of ihe franchise systsm of RN Aflistes. LLE

Akron-Canton Stage Employees

Working behind the scenes since 1897.

We proudly set the stage, light the lights
and raise the curtain on the performing arts.

330-256-2692




MUSIC BY LYRICS BY BOOK BY
ALAN MENKEN HOWARD ASHMAN DOUG WRIGHT
& GLENN SLATER

BASED ON THE HANS CHRISTIAN ANDERSEN STORY AND THE DISNEY FILM
PRODUCED BY HOWARD ASHMAN & JOHN MUSKER
AND WRITTEN & DIRECTED BY JOHN MUSKER AND RON CLEMENTS
ORIGINALLY PRODUCED BY
DISNEY THEATRICAL PRODUCTIONS

DIRECTED BY FIRESTONE ALUM
FRANCINE PARR

JUNE7 -9, 2024
AKRON CIVICTHEATRE
WWW.AKRONCIVIC.COM/




SHAMMAS MALIK * MAYORAL TRANSITION

TOGETHER
FORY»
AKRON.

As a Firestone graduate <Q
and incoming Mayor, | N
want to congratulate

the Theatre

Program on

their upcoming

season!

f
P JU5. }

For transition updates

www.TogetherForAkron.com

Paid for by Malik for Akron
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The Musical

MYSTERY MUSICAL
I R I R I7E M Nov. 24 - Dec. 17, 2023

ELTON JOHN & TIM RICE'S
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MUSICAL MUSICAL MUSICAL
Feb. 22 - March 17,2024 = April 25 — May 12, 2024 June 13 - July 7, 2024

WeathervanePlayhouse.com
330.836.2626 ® 1301 Weathervane Lane e Akron, OH 44313
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musmal

PRESENTS

AKRON
CONCERT
SERIES

AT EJ THOMAS HALL

CUARTETO
LATINOAMERICANO

OCTOBER 24

AKROPOLIS REED QUINTET

NOVEMBER 7

THE KING'S SINGERS

DECEMBER 5

AARON DIEHL TRIO

FEBRUARY 13

KYIV VIRTUOSI
SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA

MARCH 12

JAZZ AT LINCOLN CENTER
ORCHESTRA
WITH WYNTON MARSALIS

APRIL 20

TICKETS Tickets FREE for all students of any
START AT age, available at the EJ Thomas Hall
Ticket Office on concert nights.

tuesdaymusical.org




Firestone Theatre

Firestone CLC s The Akron School for the Arts
presents

The Fairest

by Cameron Darwin Bossert

October 5, 6, &7, 2023

Linda B. Kersker Auditorium
Harvey S. Firestone Community Learning Center

directed by
Mark A. Zimmerman

original music by
Cameron Darwin Bossert

scenic design by costume design by

Garrett Markgraf Tuesday Michaels*#
lighting design by
Mark A. Zimmerman

sound design by
Zack Pinto*#

hair and make-up design by
Ra’Myiah Brown*#

stage manager
Wittman Sullivan*#

Produced by special arrangement with Thirdwing.



The Cast

Frances .............. ... ... ool Alaina Tennent*#

Betty Ann  ........ . i Hannah Gippin#

Grace .....ooiiiiiiii Maggie Vollman*#

Helen ............ i i, India Wray*#

Hazel Sewell — ............... ... ...... Myliyah Phok*#

Margie Belcher ....................... Miranda Bryan#
Setting

Summer, 1937 in Los Angeles
The Walt Disney Studios on Hyperion Avenue

The Inking and Painting Department

Acknowlegements

Tina Loughry, campus principal
Ginelle Rasnick, academy principal
Bianca Heard, academy counselor
Randel Lockhart and the entire Custodial Crew

Laura McFalls, Colleen Tennant, Melissa Pinto, Michelle Bryan,
Elise Vollman, Emily Snider, Catherine Gardner
and all the fantastic volunteers of the Firestone Theatre Association
Jacquelyn Miller

Akron Board of Education
Derrick Hall, president
Bruce Alexander, Diana Autry, Carla Jackson,
Valerie McKitrick, Rene Molenaur, Job Perry

Dr. Michael Robinson, superintendent



Stage Manager ................iiiiiiiiiii Wittman Sullivan*#
Assisatant Stage Manager .................oiiiiiiiiiiii.. Sebastian Garlando#
Production Manager ..............c.iiiiiiiiiiiiiii i Elynmarie Kazle
Scene Shop Foreman — ........... ... .. .. ..o Garrett Markgraf
Resident Stage Management Mentor/Production Manager ........ Elynmarie Kazle
Resident Lighting Mentor ................c..ciiiino.... Mark A. Zimmerman
Student Chair of Stage Managers ..............ccoueiiueeinennnenn.. Erika Hunt*#
Student Scene Shop Foreman ........... ... ... Eamonn Baeslack#
Student Charge Artist ...ttt Lulu Emanuelle#
Student Costume Chair ........... ..., Tuesday Michaels*#
Student Chair of Lights ......... ... i, Wittman Sullivan*#
Student Chairof Sound ........... ... ... ... i Zack Pinto*#
Student Hair and Make-Up Chair ........................... Ra’Myiah Brown*#

Front of House Manager .............c..cooiuiiinennnennn.. Tamirah Coleman*
Auditions Manager .............eiiiiiiiiiii e Lauren Jackson
Student Marketing Manager .............. Stanley Niekamp*#, Maggie Vollman*#
Student Assistants — ......... ... i Rylee Horowitz*#

Erika Hunt*#, Tuesday Michaels*#, Clarice Regan#,

Wittman Sullivan*#, Naja Williams

Set Constructionand Paint ..., Eamonn Baeslack#,
Cecilia Bailey*#, Noa Beree#,

Gennie Brooks#, Anna Foltz*#, Lulu Emanuelle#

Erika Hunt*#, Stephen Kraus*#, James Richards,

London Wilson#
Light Board Operator ................oiiiiiiiiiiiiiiinn... Alex Coftield#.
Light Crew .. .o Tyrese Hill,

Brooklyn Ingoll, Ameya Johnson,
ANiyah Turner, Lucas Westfall, Naja Williams

Sound Crew . ...t e Clarice Regan*#
Gwyneth Baer#

Costume Crew ...... ... Rylee Horowitz*#
Clarice Regan,*#

Hair and Make-Up Crew .............c.cooen... Katie Williams*#, Chloe DeCastro,
Troy Weiss#

Names marked with an asterisk (*) represent members of the
International Thespian Society Troupe #5570.

Names Marked with a pound sign (#) represent members of
the Akron School for the Arts housed at the Firestone Community Learning Center.




Director’s Notes

Mark A. Zimmerman, theatre director

This play is like an onion. When we pull one layer off in rehearsal there
is another one waiting for us. At least that is how it has been for me
throughout the rehearsal process. Early last week I was still making dis-
coveries that were already apparent to the cast.

This onion thing is a common metaphor but nowhere more than in the
theatre. My friends and I talked about onions so much in grad school it
eventually became a go-to joke - an explanation for anything that was
not immediately understood.

There are many connections and levels of meaning in The Fairest that are
not readily apparent, at least to me. With every rehearsal some new dis-
covery is made connecting the themes of the play. I think I am only now
at the time of this writing getting a full understanding of the play which
on the surface appears to be somewhat simple.

In The Fairest, women struggle in the ink and paint department at

the Walt Disney studio, rushing to finish “Snow White and the Seven
Dwarfs” in time for Christmas, 1937, with little pay, little time, and no air
conditioning. We borrowed this plot synopsis from somewhere and have
used it freely in our promotion of the show. But The Fairest is about so
much more. The play primarily explores two themes: the exploitation of
women in the entertainment industry and the influence of the assembly
line system on the artistic process.

The women featured in The Fairest, and many more like them, arguably
had more to do with the success of “Snow White” than did the Disney’s
“nine old men” who received the credit. They were seen as a cog in the
machine whose job it was to crank out hand-drawn images without any
creative input or agency. A role still played by many in the vast entertain-
ment complex.

I was initially drawn to The Fairest by its historical relevance. It provides a
peak behind the curtain of the Disney empire but over time I have come
to realize the play is about so much more. It has layers. Like an onion.



Bios

Miranda Bryan (Margie Belcher) is a freshman Akron School for the Arts
theatre student appearing in her first Firestone Theatre production. She sings in
Firestone’s Treble Choir and with the Summit Choral Society, and has studied
piano for 11 years. Miranda has also participated in the Thespy Competition as
an eighth grader at Miller South School.

Sebastian Garlando (Assistant Stage Manager) is freshman Akron School for
the Arts theatre student working on his first Firestone Theatre production. He
has a long history of theatre experiences starting at a young age. Sebastian is
also part of the Law Leadership Institute.

Hannah Gippin (Betty Ann) is a freshman Akron School for the Arts choral
music student appearing in her first Firestone Theatre production. She has had
four years of vocal training and really loves being involved in the arts. Hannah
has previously appeared in productions of Seussical, Jr., The Wizard of Oz, and
The Redemption of Gertie Green.

Tuesday Michaels is a senior Akron School for the Arts theatre student work-
ing on her first design. She has helped with costuming for other productions
such as The Prom and Tuck Everlasting. After high school, Tuesday plans to
attend the University of Akron to major in early childhood education.

Myliyah Phok (Hazel Sewell) is a junior Akron School for the Arts visual art
student appearing in her second Firestone Theatre production. She has served
on costume crew many times and is also involved in Akron’s art community.
Myliyah recently served as an intern at the Summit Artspace and volunteers for
Akron’s many arts events. She also plays varsity and travel softball.

Zack Pinto (sound designer) is a seniorAkron School for the Arts student
working on his first show this year. He is the Chair of Sound on the C7 and is a
member of our Thespian troupe. He is planning a career in theatre sound and
music recording.

Clarice Regan (props coordinator) is a junior Akron School for the Arts theatre
student who has been a consistent prescence on our sound crew. She is a proud
member of our Thespian Troupe, #5570.

Maggie Vollman (Grace) is a sophomore Akron School for the Arts theatre
student appearing in her third Firestone Theatre production. She is co-chair
of Social Media and Promotion on the Committee of Seven (C7). Maggie is a
proud member of Thespian Troupe 5570.



Wittman Sullivan (Stage Manager) is a sophomore Akron School for the Arts
theatre student working on his fifth Firestone Theatre production. He is active
in various artistic and leadership activities in the Akron area. Wittman recently
served as an intern at Rubber City Theatre and has performing and backstage
experiences at many area theatres. He is an Akron native who advocates for
biking and public transportation.

Alaina Tennant (Frances) is a senior Akron School for the Arts theatre student
appear gin her fifth Firestone Theatre production. In addition to acting, she
enjoys drawing, painting, writing, and studying history. She previously appeared
in our productions of Twelfth Night, The Prom, and On the Verge. She has also
played roles in The Crucible (Orrville Community Theatre) and The Diary of
Anne Frank (Weathervane Playhouse).

India Wray (Helen) is a senior Akron School for the Arts theatre student ap-

pearing in her first Firestone Theatre production other than the four 24-Hour
Theatre Projects in which she has participated. She previously served as chair
of our media and promotion crew. India sings in Symphonic Choir, leads our

Black Student Union, and is a member of the Always Climbing Program.

Cameron Darwin Bossert (playwright) is a playwright-director and founder of
Thirdwing, a hybrid streaming and live theater company. Credits include the
hybrid streaming and theater cycle A Venomous Color which included The
Fairest (2021) and Burbank (2022) (“Remarkable... smart and
entertaining”- The New York Times) as well as The United Nations: the
Border and the Coast (2022), and Television (2023). His directing credits
include the streaming anthology, The Female Genius, by Rachel Carey
(2020) and feature films The Last 48 (2011) and Jewtah (2018). As an actor
he appeared in Bambi Everson’s The Thin Man in the Cherry Orchard (NYC
Fringe, 2019) and Rachel Carey’s The Disciple (2021). His next play,

The United Nations: a Dream for the Wise, opens October 24th at the New
Ohio Theater in NYC.

Garrett Markgraf-Grimes (Scene Shop Foreman / Scenic Designer / Lighting
Designer) is a technical theatre artist and educator. Born and raised in Michi-
gan, Garrett attended Oakland University and received a BFA in musical the-
atre. Upon graduation, Garrett moved to NYC and made the decision to focus
on technical theatre. During his time in NYC, Garrett was able to stage manage
multiple shows in Off-Broadway venues (including UnCensored at MCC) as well
as work as a freelance stage electrician at The Juilliard School and Columbia
University. Prior to the pandemic, Garrett was the Technical Director at Colum-
bia Grammar and Preparatory School, a middle and high school on the Upper



West Side of Manhattan. Since the pandemic, Garrett and his partner, Gregory,
have relocated to Garfield Heights to be closer to their family. Prior to this posi-
tion, Garrett was the Technical Director at Cleveland Public Theatre, as well as
the Tech Lead for the STEP program in 2021 and 2022.

Elynmarie Kazle (Production Manager) is a fundraiser, theatre consultant,
stage and production manager with an extensive resume that includes dance,
theatre, opera and special events on both coasts. She serves on the board of the
Stage Managers Association, Ohio Valley USITT, and is the founding Chair of
the Stage Managers’ Association Foundation. Pro credits include: Cleveland
Play House, Brooklyn Academy of Music, Great Lakes Shakespeare, San Diego’s
Old Globe and Opera Companies, as well as Opera Columbus, LA Classical
Ballet and Columbus Dance Theatre. Recently completing eight years as Chair
of the Stage Managers’ Association (USA), she will receive their Founders
Award this November.. A Fellow of United States Institute for Theatre Technolo-
gy, she created their Stage Management mentoring program and last spring was
honored with their Joel E. Rubin Founders’ Award. She’s been an active partici-
pant in the National Theatre Conference, Production Managers Forum and the
Gateway Project as well as teaching/adjudicating at many US Thespian Festivals.
Following a successful run at Tiffany Theatres, she went on tour with Paul Lin-
ke/Time Flies taking the show to Playwrights Horizons, NY Theatre Workshop,
numerous US cities, and on to Malmo and Stockholm, Sweden. Alongside her
pro career, she has mentored students in stage and house management, and has
served as PM and props mentor for over 20 years.

Mark A. Zimmerman (Director) has served as the theatre director at the Akron
School for the Arts since 1995 and has been the guiding force for the education-
al theatre program that has been named an “Outstanding School” by the Educa-
tional Theatre Association (2013). Shows under his direction have so far earned
8 Dazzle Awards from the NE Ohio Musical Theatre Competition including
“Best Musical” in 2018. Zimmerman has been among the first area directors to
present many musical productions including The Prom (2022) The Little Mer-
maid (2016), Ghost the Musical (2015), Mary Poppins (2014), Monty Python’s
Spamalot (2013), The Color Purple (2012), Legally Blonde (2012), Hairspray
(2011), The Producers (2009), Side Show (2008), and Urinetown (2007). Mark’s
local directing credits include productions at the Akron Civic Theatre / All-City
Musical (Mary Poppins, Beauty and the Beast, Shrek, Bye Bye Birdie, Ragtime,
Hairspray) as well as productions at the Cleveland Public Theatre, Weathervane
Playhouse, Stow Players, the Western Reserve Playhouse, Coach House Theatre,
and the University of Akron. He is a member of the state chapter board of the
Ohio Educational Theatre Association.



1530 W Market St., Akron, OH 44313

330-805-4854
www.martellschoolofdance.com




Sion up forour Newsletter | RETOLD:

AFRIiCAN AMERICAN
toleameven moreabot | pRr B FOLKLORE

Firestone Theatre.

2445 NOVEMBER 4, 2023 -
% MARCH 24, 2024

Ftgrs KARLAND BERTL
ARNSTEIN GALLERIES

KNIGHT FOUNDATION  OhioArts (% ggc[mu & MORPHY
oL WaREEY

RETOLD: African American Art & Folklore is organized by the Akron Art Museur
and supported by funding from the John . and James L. Knight Foundation,
the Ohio Arts Council, The Lehner Family Foundation, Mary and Dr. George L
Demetros Charitable Trust, the John P. Murphy Foundation, and the Kenneth L.
Calhoun Charitable Trust.

Museum Hours
Wednesday-Sunday, Tlam-5pm
Free Thursdays, 11lam-8pm

A<RON ART MUS=UM

One South High | Akron, OH 44308
330.376.9185 | akronartmuseum.org
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| millennial

theatre pros

A BLACKBOX THEATRICAL EXPERIENCE

John, James and Clara

i

DIRECTOR: IVY JOHNSON | ASSISTANT DIRECTOR: AUSTIN VANDERGRIFT |
VOCAL DIRECTOR: EZRA KEETON | MUSICAL DIRECTOR: HELEN KOHLER



DIRECTED BY:
WARREN S. FRIEDMAN

MUSICAL DIRECTION BY:
SHARON ALBERSON

CHOREOGRAPHY BY:
BRIAN MURPHY

DECEMBER 1-17, 2023
THE KNIGHT STAGE
WWW.AKRONCIVIC.COM

™ FREE ADMISSION

OPEN FRIDAYS
& SATURDAYS

RESIDENT
STUDIOS

Va % PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT
FOR ALL ART DISCIPLINES

— L
== \
L,
=5
Zhoy

5+ GALLERY EXHIBITIONS

i1 EACH SEASON
QUARTERLY AKRON

b ARTWALK
_ 140 E. Market St. Akron, OH 44308
summitartspace.org




CONGRATULATIONS,
FIRESTONE
THEATER STUDENTS!

SIGN UP TO RECEIVE
THE MONTHLY WARD 8
E-NEWSLETTER!

HardyforCityCouncil.com

Paid for by Neighbors for Hardy
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Join us on Saturday, October 26, 2023, (5 - 8 p.m.) for a new Firestone tradition!
The Thespian troupe is hosting a trick-or-treat event inmediately in front
of the school for all neihborhood children. All are welcome!

Akron-Canton Stage Employees

b m & Working behind the scenes since 1897.

We proudly set the stage, light the lights
q 9 and raise the curtain on the performing arts.
330-256-2692

Congratulations.
Firestone Theatre!

Ali Whitley
REALTORe
ABR, CIPS, CRS, GRI, SRES,
AHWD, e-PRO, RENE

\ RE/MAX Crossroads N
330-808-4680 R E/M AX
Ali@Aliwhitley.com CROSSROADS
Break a Leg!

RE/MAX




It all started at Firestone.
Way to go, Stanley! And

long live Firestone Theatre.

"All the world's a stage, And all the
men and women merely players;
They have their exits and their
entrances, And one man in his time
plays many parts.” (Shakespeare)

Buckingham is proud
to support Firestone

Theatre

o

BUCKINGHAM

Chris Niekamp, Esq.




Offering classes in

Dance - Drama - Instrumental - Piano
Steel Drums - Visual Art - Vocal

MILLERSOUTH

SCHOOL FOR THE VISUAL AND PERFORMING ARTS
1055 East Avenue - Akron, OH 44307 - 330-761-1765

VISION STATEMENT

To cultivate educational excellence
within an integrated arts and academic learning environment



OHIO

NORTHERN

UNIVERSITY.

IT SHOULDA BEEN YOU LOOKING BACK, MOVING FORWARD:

Sep. 28-Oct. 1, 2023 CELEBRATING 30 YEARS OF ONU
DANCE

THE THANKSGIVING PLAY Feb. 1011, 2024

Oct. 19-22, 2023
UGLY LIES THE BONE

THE ONU HOLIDAY SPECTACULAR Feb. 29-March 3, 2024
Nov. 16-18, 2023 (Ada)
Dec. 1-3, 2023 (Lima) 9 TO 5, THE MUSICAL

April 20-27, 2024

FREED CENTER BOX OFFICE

419-772-1900
FREEDCENTER.COM
o Facebook.com/FreedCenterONU

Instagram.com/FreedCenter

THEATER ARTS
+BA in Theatre
« BFA in Musical Theatre
« BFA in International Theatre Production
« Arts Administration Minor
« Dance Minor
« Theatre Technology and
Design Minor

Office of Admissions | Ada, OH 45810 | 419-772-2260 | onu.edu



913FM 901 FM # 907 FM

AKRON-CANTON *x ATHENS *x YOUNGSTOWN

MUSICALLY ADVENTUROUS
COMMUNITY FOCUSED
PUBLIC RADIO

WW

THESUMMITFM [En

91.3 FM AKRON-CANTON ' g
90.7 FM YOUNGSTOWN ='_
90.1 FM ATHENS

Visit us online at thesummit.fm
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2927 W. Market St. - Fairlawn, OH 44333

330.849.5160

www.CASADELRICEXPRESS .com

JOIN US FOR
CINCO DE MAYO
ON OUR

i el May 59 2023




“YEAR AFTER YEAR,
SOME OF THE BEST
THEATER IN
NORTHEAST OHIO IS
HAPPENING IN A
BLACK BOX...IN
AKRON, HOME TO

NONE TOO FRAGILE...

~ANDREA SIMAKIS

THE CLEVELAND
PLAIN DEALER

SKYLIGIIT

BY
DAVID HARE

DEC. 1sT -
DEC. 16TH

&
BOX OFFICE:

330.962.5547
NONETOOFRAGILE.COM

BU FFALO
f By
.\ DAVID MAMET
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I\{ETOO&RAGILE CcoM
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The Stephanie Beeson
Team

TRUSTED, HONEST, AND
ALWAYS TREATS YOU AS IF
YOU’RE THEIR ONLY CLIENT!

Stephanie Beeson 330.285.33006
thestephaniebeesonteam.com
stephaniebeeson@kw.com

kwV CHERVENIC

KELLERWILLIAMS. REALTY @ R



AkronArtWorks

your mind, body & soul on art

L

E E K|d & Adult Art Classes
L *Wellness Workshops

b
F-;: by Y _-| # Art Nights & Workshops

(El’b % Birthday Parties

akronartworks.com

% Splatter Room



